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243 5-13-204 
(a)(3)

Aggravated assault - impedes or prevents the respiration of another person or 
circulation of another person's blood by applying pressure on the chest

Under current law, a person commits aggravated assault if, under 
circumstances manifesting extreme indifference to the value of human life, he 

or she purposely impedes or prevents the respiration of another person or 
circulation of another person's blood by applying pressure on the throat or 

neck or by blocking the nose or mouth of the other person.

D
All other courses of conduct constituting 

aggravated assault are currently classified as 
a Class D felony and ranked as SL 3.

243 5-26-306 
(a)(3)

Aggravated assault on a family or household member - impedes or prevents 
the respiration of a family or household member or circulation of the family or 

household member's blood by applying pressure on the chest
Under current law, a person commits aggravated assault on a family or 

household member if, under circumstances manifesting extreme indifference 
to the value of human life, the person purposely impedes or prevents the 

respiration of a family or household member or the circulation of a family or 
household member's blood by applying pressure on the throat or neck or by 

blocking the nose or mouth of the family or household member.

D

All other courses of conduct constituting 
aggravated assault on a family or household 
member are currently classified as a Class D 

felony and ranked as a SL 3. 

461 5-16-101 (a) 
& (c)(1)(A)

Video voyeurism - 1st or 2nd offense
It is unlawful to use a camera, videotape, photo-optical, photoelectric, or other 

image recording device for the purpose of secretly observing, viewing, 
photographing, filming, or videotaping another person present in a residence, 
place of business, school, or other structure, or a room or particular location 

within that structure, if the other person is in a private area out of public view, 
has a reasonable expectation of privacy, and has not consented to the 

observation.   

D

Currently, regardless of how many times an 
offender has been convicted of video 

voyeurism, the crime is classified as a Class 
D felony, SL 3.

2019 Preliminary Rankings
The following table contains offenses which were created during the 92nd General Assembly. These are the offenses the Arkansas Sentencing Commission 

will rank on June 11, 2019.  If you have any comments or questions concerning the rankings of these offenses, please contact the Arkansas Sentencing 
Commission, 101 East Capitol, Suite 470, Little Rock, AR 72201.  The contact numbers are as follows: 501-682-5001 (phone) or 501-682-5018 (fax).  You 

may also e-mail us.
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461 5-16-101 (a) 
& (c)(1)(B)

Video voyeurism - 3rd or subsequent offense
It is unlawful to use a camera, videotape, photo-optical, photoelectric, or other 

image recording device for the purpose of secretly observing, viewing, 
photographing, filming, or videotaping another person present in a residence, 
place of business, school, or other structure, or a room or particular location 

within that structure, if the other person is in a private area out of public view, 
has a reasonable expectation of privacy, and has not consented to the 

observation.  

C

Currently, regardless of how many times an 
offender has been convicted of video 

voyeurism, the crime is classified as a Class 
D felony, SL 3.

461 5-16-102 
(c)(1)(B)

Voyeurism - prior conviction for voyeurism or video voyeurism
Creates a new Class D felony for a person convicted of voyeurism who has a 

prior conviction for voyeurism or video voyeurism.
D

Currently, voyeurism is a Class D felony if 
the victim was under 17 years of age and the 

person who commits the offense holds a 
position of trust or authority over the victim, 

and is a SL 4.  Otherwise, voyeurism is a 
Class A misdemeanor.  

498
5-13-201 
(a)(2) & 

(c)(2)

Battery in the first degree - purposely causing permanent disfigurement
With the purpose of seriously and permanently disfiguring another person or 

of destroying, amputating, or permanently disabling a member or organ of that 
other person's body, the person causes such an injury.

Y

Currently, this course of conduct is classified 
as a Class B felony, SL 8.  Other Battery in 
the first degree, Class Y felonies, are ranked 

as SL 9.

498 5-13-201 
(a)(7)

Battery in the first degree - victim is 60 years or age of older
Adds a victim to currently existing battery provision:  The person knowingly, 
without legal justification, causes serious physical injury to a person he or she 

knows to be 60 years of age or older or 12 years of age or younger.

B

The current code section only specifies 
victims 12 years of age or younger.  Victims 
60 years of age or older are currently set out 
in domestic battery in the first degree [5-26-

303] and ranked as SL 8.  

498
5-26-303 
(a)(7) & 
(b)(2)

Domestic battering in the first degree - victim is 4 years of age or younger
Adds a new course of conduct:  The person knowingly causes serious physical 

injury to a family or household member who is 4 years of age or younger 
under circumstances manifesting extreme indifference to the value of human 

life.

Y

Under current law, this conduct is not 
specifically set out in statute.  An offense 
committed against a family or household 
member who is 4 years of age or younger 
was a Class B felony, SL 8.  This specific 

conduct is currently prohibited in battery in 
the first degree as a Class Y felony [5-13-

201] and is ranked as SL 9.
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498
5-26-303 
(a)(2) & 
(b)(2)

Domestic battering in the first degree - purposely causing permanent 
disfigurement

With the purpose of seriously and permanently disfiguring a family or 
household member or of destroying, amputating, or permanently disabling a 

member or organ of that body, the person causes such an injury.

Y

Under current law, this course of conduct is 
classified as a Class B felony, SL 8.  If the 
victim is a pregnant woman the offense is 

classified as a Class A felony, SL 9.

582 5-13-201 
(c)(3)

Battery in the first degree - victim is an employee of a correctional facility
Adds an employee of a correctional facility to the list of victims for which an 

enhanced penalty is available for the offense of battery in the first degree. 
Employee of a correctional facility is defined as a person who is employed by 

or working under a professional services contract with the Department of 
Correction or the Department of Community Correction.

Y

Battery in the first degree is currently a Class 
Y felony when the victim is 4 years of age or 

younger or is a law enforcement officer 
acting in the line of duty and is ranked a SL 

9.

783
5-13-202 

(a)(3)(B) & 
(b)(1)

Battery in the second degree - motor vehicle or motor boat
A person commits battery in the second degree if the person recklessly causes 
serious physical injury to another person while operating or in actual physical 
control of a motor vehicle or motor boat if at the time the person is intoxicated 

or the person's BAC is .08 or more.

C Currently, this course of conduct is classified 
as a Class D felony, SL 4.

869 27-22-210 
(d)

Violation of Arkansas Online Insurance Verification Systems Act:
A person is guilty of a Class D felony if he or she knowingly: (1) alters, 

forges, or counterfeits an insurance card in either paper or electronic form to 
make it appear valid or (2) makes, sells, or otherwise makes available an 

invalid or counterfeit insurance card in either paper form or electronic form, 
or other evidence of insurance. [See section 18 of act for changes to criminal 

penalty.]

D Currently, this offense is classified as a Class 
C felony, SL 3.

930 5-10-106

Physician-assisted Suicide
It is unlawful for a physician or healthcare provider to commit the offense of 

physician-assisted suicide by: (1) prescribing any drug, compound, or 
substance to a patient with the express purpose of assisting the patient to 

intentionally end the patient's life; or (2) assisting in any medical procedure 
for the express purpose of assisting a patient to intentionally end the patient's 

life.

B Currently, this offense is classified as a Class 
C felony, SL 5.

1014 5-64-443 
(a)(2)

Possession of Drug Paraphernalia to Ingest, Inhale, etc. 
Adds heroin and fentanyl to the list of controlled substances for which 

possession of paraphernalia used to inject, ingest, inhale, etc. is a Class D 
felony.

D

The current code section only specifies 
paraphernalia used to inject, ingest, inhale, 
etc. for meth and cocaine.  It is currently 

ranked as a SL 3.
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1014 5-64-443(b)

Use or Possession of Drug Paraphernalia to Manufacture, etc.- Meth, Cocaine, 
Heroin, or Fentanyl

Adds heroin and fentanyl to the list of controlled substances for which use or  
possession of paraphernalia used to manufacture, etc. is a Class B felony.

B

The current code section only specifies 
paraphernalia used to manufacture, etc. for 

meth and cocaine.  It is currently ranked as a 
SL 6.

1014 5-64-443(c) 

Use or Possession of Paraphernalia with the Purpose to Store, Contain, or 
Conceal a Controlled Substance

Adds heroin and fentanyl to the list of controlled substances for which use or 
possession of paraphernalia used to store, conceal, or conceal is a Class D 

felony.

D

The current code section only specifies 
paraphernalia used to store, contain, or 

conceal meth and cocaine.  It is currently 
ranked as a SL 3.

1014 5-64-443 (d)

Use or Possession of Drug Paraphernalia to Manufacture, etc.- not Meth, 
Cocaine, Heroin, or Fentanyl

Adds heroin and fentanyl to the list of controlled substances for which use or 
possession of paraphernalia used to manufacture, etc. is not a Class D felony.

D

The current code section specifies 
paraphernalia used to manufacture, etc. for 
controlled substances that are not meth or 
cocaine.  It is currently ranked as a SL 3.

1017 5-53-108

Witness Bribery
A person commits witness bribery if he or she (1) offers, confers, or agrees to 
confer any benefit upon a witness or a person he or she believes may be called 

as a witness with the purpose of influencing the testimony of that person, 
inducing that person to avoid legal process, or inducing that person to absent 

himself or herself from an official proceeding or (2) solicits, accepts, or agrees 
to accept any prohibited benefit.

B This offense is currently classified as a Class 
C felony and is ranked as a SL 4.

1017 5-53-109

Intimidating a witness
A person commits the offense of intimidating a witness if he or she threatens a 

witness or a person he or she believes may be called as a witness with the 
purpose of: (1) influencing the testimony of that person; (2) inducing that 

person to avoid legal process; or (3) inducing that person to absent himself or 
herself from an official proceeding.

B This offense is currently classified as a Class 
C felony and is ranked as a SL 4.

1017
5-53-110 
(a)(1) & 
(b)(1)

Tampering
A person commits a Class D felony if, believing that an official proceeding or 
investigation is pending or about to be instituted, he or she induces or attempts 

to induce another person to testify or inform falsely.

D
All courses of conduct constituting 
Tampering are currently a Class A 

misdemeanor.
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1017 5-53-112

Retaliation against certain informants
A person commits the offense of retaliation against a witness, informant, or 
juror if he or she harms or threatens to harm another by any unlawful act in 

retaliation for anything lawfully done in the capacity of witness, informant, or 
juror.

C This offense is currently classified as a Class 
D felony and is ranked as a SL 4.

1017 5-53-114

Intimidating a witness, informant, juror
A person commits the offense of intimidating a juror, a witness, or an 

informant if he or she threatens a juror, a witness, or an informant with the 
purpose of influencing the juror's vote or decision or the witness's or 

informant's statement or testimony.

B This offense is currently classified as a Class 
C felony and is ranked as a SL 4.

1017 5-53-115

Jury tampering
A person commits the offense of jury tampering if he or she attempts directly 
or indirectly to communicate with a juror, other than as a part of the official 

proceedings in which the juror is participating, with the purpose of influencing 
the juror's vote, decision, or other action as a juror.

C This offense is currently classified as a Class 
D felony and is ranked as a SL 4.
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